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Exploring Technology via the Classroom
I believe that the Editing/Creating a Wikipedia Entry Assignment would best fulfill ENGL 3241’s Standard 3.1 which states that candidates must be able to demonstrate knowledge of, and skills in the use of, the English language. The assignment required groups of students to brainstorm possible ideas of entries that do not exist on Wikipedia in the field of English Education. A screen shot was taken of the entry prior to work to log progress. The groups then collaborated and began gathering material and drafting their entries. Following the Wikipedia protocol for editing would fulfill standards 3.1.1, 3.1.2, and 3.1.6. Through completion of this assignment, the candidate was required to demonstrate broad, in-depth, and current knowledge of the discipline content (Proficiency 1.1) and represent the content accurately (Proficiency 1.2). Candidates were asked to demonstrate their knowledge of reading processes (3.3) and encourage their own students to demonstrate their ability to read and respond to a range of texts of varying complexity and difficulty. (3.3.1) The Wiki assignment was a great example of an assignment that could be taken into any classroom because it involves working online, which is a platform most students are more familiar with.

The purpose of the Visual/Media Literacy Assignment was to develop an understanding of media/visual literacy and its importance in the ELA curriculum. Candidates were asked to critically analyze and evaluate a particular phenomenon or instance of media/visual rhetoric in order to yield insight about how language and image are designed to affect particular audience, thus developing critical awareness of such texts and their effects. This assignment allowed students of ENGL 3241 to best demonstrate Standard 3.2: knowledge of the practices of oral, visual, and written literacy. Additionally, this assignment also addressed Standards 3.2.1, 3.2.3, and 3.2.4. It also allowed candidates to create and critique a wide range of print and nonprint texts for multiple purposes and to help students understand the relationship between symbols and meaning (3.2.5). This knowledge enables potential teachers to use pedagogical content knowledge effectively (Proficiency 1.4) and provided and example of how to successfully motivate students to learn (Proficiency 2.2). Students were assigned to focus on a specific instance of media or visual rhetoric and build an analysis that shows specific examples, explains their intended effect on an audience, and provides insight into how language/image works together to create an argument (Standards 3.6, 3.6.1, 3.6.2, 3.6.3).  
I think the Designing an Engaging Assignment Using a Video Clip assignment best fulfills the requirements (Standard 4.0, 4.6, 4.9) and proficiencies (1.4, 2.3, 2.4, 2.5, 2.7) of the ELA Candidate Pedagogy Standard which requires candidates to acquire and demonstrate the dispositions and skills needed to integrate knowledge of English language arts, students, and teaching.
I began this semester thinking I was somewhat tech-savvy, and now at the end of the course I realize the technological knowledge I had was, at the very best, basic. Of all the assignments, the wordpress.com blog was the only project I was vaguely familiar with, however I found it difficult to keep up with the weekly postings. I thought that keeping an online resource center was a great idea and it is something I will most likely keep up with. I learned how to make/edit a Wikipedia entry, which was something I did not know was possible. Creating a personal wikipage was also something that was foreign to me. I really liked working with wikispaces and it is a resource I might use for collaborative work in future classes. For the final project, I did something I had never done before and created a movie using iMovie. It was extremely difficult for me to get over the learning curve but the assignment also sparked an interest in creating photostories. I will keep playing and experimenting with iMovie to create school-related projects as well as other recreational projects. Overall, I think this course was a great success because I learned invaluable computing skills that will help me in what ever career path I choose.
